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CHANCE OF SHOWERS 
High: 63 

Low: 53 

30%chance 

of rain /) 


Friday: T-storms, 63/58 
Saturday: Partly cloudy, 42/35 
Sunday: Mostly sunny,38/24 
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TORPY ON REYNOLDSTOWN: 
WHERE ‘ONE ATLANTA’ LIVES 


AT THE GOLD DOME 


House Speaker David Ralston addresses the chamber. At Wednesday’s Georgia Chamber of Commerce 
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WITH FALCONS AT PHILLY, 
COLUMNISTS MATCH WITS 


Eggs & Issues breakfast, Gov. Nathan Deal and leading lawmakers pushed a plan to call a special session to 
hash out the lucrative offerings for Amazon if the tech giant picks metro Atlanta as a finalist. BOB ANDRES / AJC 


Leaders plan special 
session to lure Amazon 


State ready to offer 
the biggest incentive 
package in its history. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


Landing Amazon’s second head- 
quarters will take an unprece- 
dented package of incentives, 
and Georgia’s leaders are pre- 
pared to do something unprec- 
edented to secure them. 

Gov. Nathan Deal and lead- 
ing lawmakers united behind a 
plan Wednesday to call a special 
legislative session to hash out 
the lucrative offerings for Ama- 
zon if the tech giant picks metro 
Atlanta as a top finalist for the $5 


HARTSFIELD-JACKSON 


IN PURSUIT OF AMAZON HQ2 


Politically Georgia has provided extensive coverage of the state’s bid 
to land Amazon’s second headquarters and the 50,000 jobs that 
come with it. Never miss a minute of what’s happening in Georgia 
politics. Subscribe to PoliticallyGeorgia.com. 


billion project. 

The Republican governor, enter- 
ing his final legislative session 
in office, told a crowd of busi- 
ness leaders and lawmakers that 
the state would offer the biggest 
incentive package in its history 
to lure Amazon and the 50,000 
high-paying jobs it promises. But 
he said it would be “presumptu- 
ous” to try to guess what Ama- 
zon is going to do. 


“It may be months before Ama- 
zon makes a decision or even nar- 
rows their choices,” he said at the 
annual Eggs & Issues breakfast. 


Amazon continued on A6 


MORE FROM LEGISLATURE, B1 
» Adoption bill advances minus 
“religious liberty” provisions. 

» Proposal would require drivers 
to use hands-free phone tech. 


Airport seeks flawless power backup 


Keeping concourses in 
operation vital, GM says 
after December outage. 


By Kelly Yamanouchi 
kyamanouchi@ajc.com 


In the wake of the massive 
Atlanta airport power outage in 
December, Hartsfield-Jackson’s 
general manager said he wants 
to set up a system of emergency 
generators powerful enough to 


keep the airport’s concourses 
in operation. 

Roosevelt Council told the 
Atlanta City Council transpor- 
tation committee on Wednesday 
that he plans to meet with Georgia 
Power early next week to deter- 
mine the viability of physically 
separating the main and redun- 
dant power systems. 

It’s unclear how much that will 
cost — and who will pay for it. 

Council said he expects any 
costs to the airport “will be 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Toyota-Mazda plan 
$1.6 billion Ala. plant 


The auto manufacturing plant is 
to be built in the Huntsville area 
and is expected to employ 4,000 
people. 


reflected in any kind of fiscal 
year 2019 budget request.” Emer- 
gency preparations could also add 
to the contract cost that the air- 
port pays to the Atlanta Airlines 
Terminal Corp., an airline coop- 
erative that handles operations 
and maintenance of the termi- 
nal facility. 

He said Atlanta airport officials 
are “trying to create a level of 
robustness that will create a 


Airport continued on A8 


METRO, B1 
Impactof title game 
mixed for Atlanta 


Hosting the college football 
national championship was sup- 
posed to be aboon, but for some 
it was a bit of a letdown. 
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STATE GOVERNMENT 


LIVING, D1 


CUMBERLAND’S 
CALL OF THE WILD 


Audit details 


Ga. agency’s 


overspending 


Financial missteps 
led to 12 layoffs, over 
200 staff furloughs. 


By James Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


While 200,000 teachers and 
state workers were mostly get- 
ting minuscule raises, the Geor- 
gia Office of Insurance Commis- 
sioner was doling out 11 percent 
salary hikes to staffers and hir- 
ing new employees in a spend- 
ing spree that left the agency 
with a giant budget hole, a new 
audit says. 

The audit released Wednes- 
day was requested by the House 
Appropriations Committee after 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 


IMMIGRATION 


reported last year that overspend- 
ing in Insurance Commissioner 
Ralph Hudgens’ office resulted 
in layoffs and hundreds of staff 
furloughs. 

Hudgens announced last sum- 
mer that he wouldn’t run for 
re-election this year. 

The audit noted that 12 staff- 
ers were laid off and 212 agency 
workers were furloughed for four 
days to get the badly unbalanced 
budget in line in the final few 
months of fiscal 2017, which ended 
June 30. 

The furloughs were the first 
in state government in several 
years, likely since it recovered 
from the effects of the Great 
Recession. 


Audit continued on A8 


Sen. Dick 
Durbin (left), 
D-III., and Rep. 
Steny Hoyer, 
D-Md., listen 
as President 
Donald Trump 
speaksata 
meeting with 
lawmakers on 
immigration 
policy inthe 
White House. AP 


Lawmakers look for 
deal on immigration 


‘Dreamers, wall remain 
factors as deadline 
nears for compromise. 


By Andrew Taylor 
and Alan Fram 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Backed by the 
White House, Democratic and 
Republican lawmakers dug into a 
politically fraught search for com- 
promise on immigration Wednes- 
day, seeking to take advantage ofa 
window of opportunity opened by 
President Donald Trump. They’re 
under pressure to find a break- 
through before a deadline next 
week that could lead to a govern- 


METRO, B1 
Jail, elections among 
Fulton priorities 


County commissioners spent 
much of Tuesday talking about 
how to get results for the 
county’s top goals. 
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ment shutdown neither side wants. 

Democrats want urgent action 
to stave off deportation of some 
800,000 immigrants currently 
protected by an Obama-era pro- 
gram called Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA. 
Trump still wants his border wall, 
though he’s toned down what 
that means. Conservatives are 
watching with a wary eye, fear- 
ing he will strike a soft compro- 
mise that could infuriate their — 
and his — political base heading 
into this year’s elections. 

The No. 2 lawmakers of each of 
Capitol Hill’s quadrants of power 
— Republicans and Democrats 


Immigration continued on A4 
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100% whole grain wheat. No artificial colors, 
flavors, or preservatives. Only in the Bakery. 


